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Vital Stats
MP participation in the first year of the 16th Lok Sabha

Monsoon Session 2015 marks the end of the first year of the 16™ Lok Sabha. This note looks at the participation of MPs in
both Houses of Parliament over the last year. Participation in debates includes anything other than questions. This includes
instances when MPs bring matters to the attention of the House in their individual capacity, as well as when MPs represent
their political party in a debate.

There has been a healthy participation in debates across parties and in both Houses
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A Lok Sabha MP participated in about 20 debates on average. However, 48 MPs (9%) from that House did not
participate in any debates, of which 27 were first time MPs.

Among parties with more than 10 MPs, Shiv Sena MPs had high participation, with an MP participating in about 25
debates on average. This was followed by Biju Janata Dal and Indian National Congress, with about 20 debates per MP.

Among parties with strength of between four and nine MPs, Communist Party of India (Marxist) MPs had high
participation, with an MP participating in at least 68 debates on average. In comparison, MPs from other parties in the
same category participated in less than 15 debates on average.
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A Rajya Sabha MP participated in about 22 debates on average. 15 MPs (9%) from Rajya Sabha did not participate in
any debates.

Among parties with more than 10 MPs, Samajwadi Party MPs had high participation, with an MP participating in at least
36 debates on average, followed by Janata Dal (United) with participation of about 34 debates per MP.

Among parties with between four and nine MPs, Communist Party of India (Marxist) had high participation, with an MP
participating in at least 48 debates.
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91% of first time MPs in Lok Sabha have participated in debates
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Younger MPs in Rajya Sabha participated more than their older counterparts
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= In Lok Sabha, the highest participation was seen in MPs between 56 to 70 years of age. In Rajya Sabha, the highest
participation was in the age group 61 to 75 years.

= In Rajya Sabha, while the proportion of MPs in the age group of 30-45 years is the lowest (8%), their participation was the
highest at about 22 debates per MP.

Overall attendance in both Houses has been above 75%
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Data Sources: Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha websites as on August 11, 2015.

Notes:

1. This data calculates number of debates per MP is calculated as the ratio of total number of debates in a category to the number of MPs in that category.
2. This data excludes the Speaker and the Ministers.

3. This data includes only sitting MPs of Rajya Sabha over the past one year.
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